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slightly built. One shoulder was always held, stiffly,
rather above the other, and he walked slowly and very
erect. His stammer I have described ; it was not a stutter,
but a complete, rocking inability to produce the word he
eventually, by force of will, uttered. This stammer com-
municated itself to some of his work, and made it seem
unnecessarily abrupt. His natural humour was without
self-consciousness, and never caused him to speak unkindly.
When he was harsh, it was towards scoundrelism : he
would say of a rogue c He ... is a bad man '. He could
and did talk very well in congenial company ; otherwise
he remained silent. What he thought, he wrote. He was
a writer.

If you have noted the difference between the paragraph
with which he began The Old Wives9 Tale and the paragraph
describing the neighbourhood of Hanley which I quoted
from Anna of the Five Toivns, you will have seen that when
once Bennett had assumed his natural style he was not afraid
to allow humour to colour his most realistic work. He
was still afraid of humour when he wrote the best of his
early serious tales, Whom God Hath Joined ; but by the time
he came to The Old Wives9 Tale he was entirely at ease with
his own method. The humour was humane; he really-
liked men and women. It was one of his dogmatic remarks
that nine out of ten of them improved on acquaintance ;
and he was so well acquainted with the people in his novels
that, from Mr. Povey to Denry Machin, and Edwin Clay-
hanger to Auntie Hamps, they are seen with, as it were,
improved comprehension. They are our friends; but
not inconveniently our friends.

When he let his humour drop, and became very serious
(otvtryl?Tenck),asi&SacredandProfaneLove or The Glimpse,
the result was hard, superficial, and incredible. When he
gave it rein, as in A Great Man, Buried Alive, The Card,
The Regent, or Mr. Prohack, it was sometimes triumphant
but sometimes, if the liveliness of composition had faded,
less irresistible than it might have been. In The Regent ith^d